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friends, both old and young. And yet I still place
Verdi higher than Wagner. Opera is, after all, a
conventional form of art and should be cultivated
as such.

" The composer for me above all others is
Beethoven. I am affected as powerfully by the
human side of him as by his music. He is a
revelation to me. He was a Titan. Everything
was against him and yet he triumphed/'

Sibelius' views on contemporary composers are
characterised by understanding, although his critical
acumen will not be denied.

" If you look at it thoroughly, I believe that there
is a kind of freemasonry among composers owing to
things having been and being so difficult for us.
All of us have to reckon with the critics and the
public.   For my part, thanks to the experience of
a long life-time, I have learnt to accept disappoint-
ment and reverses with resignation.   Scarcely one
of my best works was met with the right under-
standing, when first performed.   They took  at
least twenty years to succeed.   With regard to
immediate success I have long since been cured of
all illusions.

" I find much that is interesting in present-day
music, although I cannot be in sympathy with all
the tendencies that have been expressed within the
last few decades. There has been too much experi-
menting and unaffected feeling has not always been
allowed to come into its own.